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"Pest 


Inspection S ystem ar' M »" r" " f Conducting an Inspection" 


Field of the Invention 

The present invention relates to . pest inspeotion system end method of 
conducting an inspection. In particular, the invention ie directed towards a sett- 
6 inspection system with ongoing support being provided by a pest controller. 

Throughout the specKlcation. unless the context requires othen»iee. the word 
•comprise' or variations such as -comprises- or -comprising-, will be understood to 
imp ,y the inclusion of a stated integer or group of integers but not the exclusion of 
any other integer or group of integers. 

10 Background Art 

The following discussion of the background to the invention is intended to facilitate 
an understanding of the present invention. However, it should be apprecated that 
the discussion is not an acknowledgement or admission that any of the matenal 
referred to was published, known or part of the common general knowledge .n any 
1 5 jurisdiction as at the priority date of the application. 

Typically, pest inspections are conducted by pest control professionals. Some 
systems are available that allow people other than pest control professionals to 
perform pest inspections. However, such systems are typically sold on an -off- 
the-shelf basis and, thus, the purchaser typically does not receive the support of 
20 a pest controller. 

,t is an object of the present invention to provide a "do-it-yourself pest inspection 
system, where the purchaser of the system receives on-going support from a pest 
controller. It is a supplementary, but not mandatory, object of the present 
invention that the on-going support from a pest controller take the form of 
25 inspection reminders and/or provision of advice on eradication of the pest upon 
detection. 
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Disclosure of the Invention 

,„ accordance with .« espe* C the MM * * ^ inS <** n ^ 
comprising: 

at ^ on. inspector, station positioned about a predefined inspection 
5 area; and 

a central administrator, 

whsre in response to a periodic reminder issued by the centra, administrator a 
lei manually inspects each inspection station about tbe predefined mspeCon 
area for signs of pest infestation. 
10 Preferably the central administrator includes at least one pest control professional 
sig „e of pea, infestation, the a, leas, one pes, control profess.onal tharaafte 

oon.ro, professions, may advise of additional services provrded by the oema 

„ a minis tlr for dea„ng with the pes, Infestation and,or 

systems proved by the centra, administer. ,f ft. person dec.de to obtam 
• 2. eddlna, services and,or an upgraded pea, inspect system, *e cent, 
administrator may apply either a predetermined diacoun, or refund ,o ,h ooa, o 
obtaining the addition* servicee or upgraded pes, inspeCon system, as 

20 appropriate. 

The central administrator may appty a further predetermined discount or refund to 
L cos, o, obtaining an upgraded pas, inspection system i, the person g.vea the 
I- pes. inspection system to a third party and no«as the centra, 
administrator, of the transfer. 

25 Prefer ab,y. the oen, ra , administrator stores a predetermined set of details 
Lined trom ,he person regarding the pes, infestation in a database. The 
centra, administrator can ,hen perform a geographies, aneVsis o, a region baaed 
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„„ details stored in the database. If the geographical analysis predicts a regional 

^ r^o, the central ad.— contacts the owners o, other 

in me analysed region informing then, o, the predicted regfcnal pest MM 

More preferably, the inspection statan comprises a housing having a M^rt 
. II on a, It one side thereof, me housing containing a pes, attract or 
5 ^source, and having openings therein to allow the pes, ,o access he pe. 
Lean, or food source, whereby the person can inspec, me pes, attract or 
Z source via ,he transparent portion. Ideally, each Inspection station is spaced 
torn each o*er inspecdon s«e by a distance of between 3 and 4 me,res. 

10 Preferably. » ,he person does not de.ee, signs o, pest intestadon. the person 
Lnds an acknowiedgmen, of the periodic reminder to me — 
Details o, me acknowiedgmen, may be stored in me database so <« to ~M 
administrator can provide an inspection history report based on details stored in 
the database to the person on request. 

, , Acknowledgment o, me penodic reminder ma, taKe one of the foiling formsi a 
fecsimile; an e-mail; a telephone call; e postal communication; a web-slte no„ce. a 
Short Message Sen/ice message. 

,deally me predefined area includes a residential premises occupied by the 
'n and the periodic reminder is issued month*. The periodic remmde, may 
20 also take one o, ,he following forms: a facsimile; an e-mail; a telephone call; 
postal communication; a web-site notice; a Short Message Service message. 

,„ oocordance wim a second aspect o, the present invention there is an inspection 
s,*n for use in a pes, inspection system, comprising a housing hav.ng a 
t.nsparen, portion on a, leas, one side thereof, me housing able to receive a pee. 
26 amain, or food source, and having openings .herein ,o allow a pes. .o access 
the area where .he pes. adractan. orfood source is able to be recewed, where y, 
me person can inspec. any received pes. at.rac.an. or food source *a the 
transparent portion. 
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preferably ,he housing comprises an open-ended central body an a «P 
Cd o cove, an open end - the cental bod, a, .as, one porflon - *. <» 

TJLy has a threaded portion a. one open end .or securely engaging ,he 
5 threaded portion of the cap thereon. 

Alternatively the cap is of slightly smaller size that an open end of the central 
"It the insertion of the cap into the end of the centra, b ody securely 
engages the cap to the central body. 

ln yet a further alternative arrangement, the cap has a rim around ite perimeter 
end is o, slightty greater s*e than the centra, body, such that insedK.n o, the cap 
M. the area bounded by the dm secure* engages the central body to the cap. 

The latter two arrangements are referred to later in the specification as "close VT 
arrangements. 

Preferably, the cap further comprises retaining means for retaining any received 
pes, attractan, or food source wHhin ,he central bod, The Gaining means may 
L the form o, a plurality o, inwardly project tee,h. Ideally, .he cap ,s 
substantially cylindrical with an op*n end, and ,he plurality o, inward* pro,ec,.ng 
teeth are radially disposed about the wall of the cylinder. 

Preterab,, the open-ended central body has a snap-ofl flange adjacen, one open 
end thereof. Further, me openings are transverse elite and the housing * a 
cylinder. 

,„ accordance with a third aspect o, me presen, invention there is a cental 
MM for use in a pes, inspection system comprising at leas, one 
inspecBon station positioned abou, a predeflned Inspechon area, where the 
central administer issues periodic reminders to a person who, In response to 
.he pedodic reminders, manually inspects each inspecflon s<a,ion abou, the 
predefined inspection area for signs of pest infestation. 
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Prefembiy the centra, administer inctudes a. .east one pest confro 
SSL. the person acbng to contact the a, teas, one 

Ifesaiona, thereafter provide advice to the person on how to deal w*h the pes, 
22*. The pea, conuo, professional may advise o, addbfona, services 
22Tb, .he centra, adminlstrafor for dealing wbh the pea, infestation «*, 
graded est inspeCion systems provided by the centra, adm,n,atra,or an* 
W L if me person decide ,o obtain such additiona, services andfor an upgraded 
2 in specbon system, toe centra, administrator appiies ei,her a p™*— 
discount or refund ,o me cos, of obtaining the additional sendees or 
inspection system, as appropriate. The cenbal adminls,ra,or ma, apply a forther 
predetermined discount or refund ,o the cos, o, obtaining an upgraded pe 
inspection system if the person gives ,he anginal pes, inspeCion system to a thrrd 
party and notifies ,he cenbal administrator of the transfer. 

Preferably, tha cenba, administrator includes a database for storing a 
predetermined set of detaiis obtained from the person regarding the pes, 
infestation. The central administrator can then perform a geography! anays,s 
„, a region baaed on torn, stored in me da,abase and. * ,he geography 
analysis predicto a regional pes, infestation, operable to contact the owners of 
otoer properties in toe analysed region informing them of toe predicted regional 
pest infestation. 

The central administrator is operabte to receive an acknowledgment from the 
per30 „ where aaid person does not detect signs of pes. infestation and store 
details of aaid acknowledgment in the database and where, upon request of toe 
person, ,he cenlra, administrator is operab,e to produce and provide an inspecbon 
. history report based on details stored in toe database to toe person. The centra, 
administrator may iasue the periodic reminder on a monthly base. 

The cenbal administrator may Issue toe periodic reminder in one of toe following 
forms: a facsimile, an a-nrait; a telephone call; a postal communication; a web-s„e 
30 notice; a Short Message Service message. 
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„ accordance with a fourth aspect of .he present invenfion there is a method of 
LT* g a pest inspection coming se„d,n 8 a perrodic — to . , perso 
wh „ manually inspects a, leas, one inspection station posted about 
predefined inspection area for signs of pest infestation. 

Preferably, the method includes the step of installing *e a, leas, one inspection 
station about a predefined inspection area. 

More preferably. ,he method includes ,he steps of receiving a communication from 
«. person on detedog signs o, pes, infestation and providing advrce to he 
pal on how ,o deal with ere pes, in,este,ion. The meftod may also ,nc,u e fte 
teps o, advising the person o, addtfonal services available for dealing wtf, the 
pes, infestation and/o, upgraded pes, inspection systems, and. ,f the person 
dedde ,o ob,ain such addifional services and/or an upgraded pes, inspect™ 
system, applying a predefined discount or a refund to the cost o, obtaining the 
additional services or upgraded pes, inspection system, as appropnate. 

,5 Preferably, the method includes the steps o, receiving notification from fte person 
a a .ransfer o, the original pest inspection system to a third party and applying a 

. further predetermined discount or refund to fte cos, o, obtaining an upgraded pes, 
,„ s pec,ion system by fte person. More preferably, the meftod includes fte step 
of storing a predetermined se, of details obtained from a person regardrng fte 

20 pest infestation in a database. 

Preferably, the meftod includes the stops of performing a geographical analysis 
of a regiOT based on details stored in fte database; and, if toe geography! 
analysis predicts a regional pes, infestation, contacting fte owners of ofter 
properties in fte analysed region informing them o, the predicted regronal pes, 
25 infestation. 

More preferably, fte meftod includes fte step of spacing each inspection station 
,rom each other by a distonce o, between 3 and 4 metres prior to installed. 
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periodic reminder from the person when he p«»n ^ ^ 

i:rr.x: 

5 ond e,ailsstoredin.heda.abaseonre q uestd.heperson. 
Brief Description of the Drawings 

The invent will now he described. by wey of exampte on,,, with reference to the 
accompanying drawings, of which: 

Figure 1 is a schematic representation of the pest inspection system. 
10 Figure 2 is a plan view of a central body of an inspection sne. 

Figure 3 is a cross sectional view of a central body of an Inspection site. 
Figure 4 is a top plan view of a central body of an Inspection site. 
Figure 5 is plan schematic vfcw of a cap of an inspection site, ft. cap secure, 
retaining a piece of timber therein. 

15 FigU re 6 is an isometric schematic view of a cap of an inspection site, the cap 
. securely retaining a piece of timber therein. 

Best Mode(s) for Carrying Out the Invention 

^crrihed below will be made with reference to 
The embodiment of the invention described beiow w. 

Inspection forlermite infestations. However. ashouH.be remember edft, 1 e 
20 !oZ« behind this system are no. limited to use in inspecting prem.es for 
termites. 

,„ a firs, embodiment of ft. invention fire,* is a pes, inspecfion system 10. The 
pel," sysfem 10 uses a plurafity of inspecfion slafions 12. Inspecbon 
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distance of approximately 3 to 4 mattes to each other 

„ K^iirtVAj 12" cylinder 16 and a cap 18. The 

rrcr:^ z: z ru— ■ * » 

detached from the cylinder 1. * «W| — « cylinder 16. 
24 in a direction opposite to the application of pressure app 

,a. me ffcnge 24 and .he cytinder 16 are in a snap-of. arrangement. 
10 cap 18 to he removed from me cylinder 16 when retained the re ,n. 

The cap 18 consists o, a circular face 28 and is made o, a — ^ £ 
cLa wall 30 of smaller diameter protrudes from the circular face 28. Rrt* 
circular wan ow jnward towar ds 

disposed about the circular wall 30 are teeth 32. Teeth up I 
the centre of the area bound by the circular wall 30. 

a ni^ce of wood 33 within the 
n5 This anangemen. o, teeth 32 act to secure* - = p~* ^ 
cylinder 16. However, the arrangement also allows the piece « 
aasily removed from the cylinder 16 as required. 

Ide allv each inspection station 12 is positioned such that the cap 18 is 
I'ndZ h with the surrounding inspection area 14. In this manner, the 
substantially tiusn wren surrounding inspection 

an obstruction and a tripping hazard . 

,„ use *e owner 34 of the inspection area 14 or such olher person as may be 
. lad by the owner 34 of the inspection area 14. will purchase a number of 
25 designated by me ownei company 
inspection stations 12 from a central administrator, such as P 
36. and sign-up to be part of their pest inspection system 10. 


-g. 

• ae ihe nwner 34 or such other person, to provide 
The sign-up process requires the owner M, 

contact details to the pest control company 36, namely: 
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• an e-mail address; 

• a telephone number; 

• a contact address; and 


. details of the proposed physical location of the inspection stations 12 or 
inspection area 14, such as a home or business address. 

Tnese details are stored in a database 33 administered by the peat control 
company 36, 

.nspecflon states 12 are then sent to the owner 34. or such other person, a, the 
desgnated comae, add«ss. The owner 34, or such Cher person. ,s then 
responsible for installing the inspect stations 12 about the inspect™ area 14. 

As nrentioned above, ideally the owner 34, or such other person, instai* each 
inspection station 12 such that the cap 18 is flush with the surrounding porhons <* 
„ 2 Section area 14. Further, each inspect station 12 should be spaced 
approximately 3 to 4 metres from each other inspection stabon 12. 

This spacing of inspecflon.statione 12 at a distance of approximately 3 to 4 mat.** 
is Jortant, bu, not essentia,. When foraging tor food, « wander , 
ra „do m directions. However, from experience, it has been determrned ma 
20 p alg inspection staflons 12 a, 3 to 4 metre intervals ensures ma. there ,s a *h 
dSel o, possible en.ry ,n.o .he inspacbon s,a.ion by the random foraging o, .he 
termite. 

The pes. control company 36, wl.l issue periodic reminders 40 .0 the owner 34, or 
such other person, care of the e-mail address provided a, the time o. s,gn-up. 
25 Typ.ca.ly. the periodic reminder 40 will be sen, monthly and wii, instruct the owner 
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34 or such other person, to checK each inspection site ,2 for M*. MM", 
faction » then carried ou, by me owner 34. or su* olher person. *** * 
. Aether the piece c, wood 32 has been eaten away, in whoie or In paft by 

, ,o be earned out wHhoul need to remove the piece of wood 32 or others 
interact with the inspection station 12. 

„ fte inspection reveals a termite infestation a. an inspection station 12, the owner 
"or such other person, can contact a ,-ed pest control pro— 
Ice. The method of contact may be by e-mail or by telephone, such as a 
10 Telstra™ 1800 Freecall number. 

„ ft. inspection does no, reveal a termKe infestation at any inspection station 12, 
" owner 34, o, such other person, is ,eo,es,ed to respond 1c , * r period 
linder 40. In this manner, the response 41 to the periodic renvnder 40 a* as 
TacKnowledgmen, to the pes. contro, company 36 M me inspection has been 
15 carried out by the owner 34, or such other person. 

„ oontaced, the pest control professional 42a will provide information on how to 
Z«* to » tem* infestauon. This advice ma, suggest the need for on-srfe 
ZL» by a pes, control professional 42b o, me pes, oontro. company 36, 
P Ilriy in slons where chemical eradication of the ten* infers 
20 Lired The pes, control professional's 42a advice may also be to upgrade the 
^ftspecdon system 10 to a system 44 monitored by .he pes, contro, company 
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, f fte owner 34, or such other person, accepts the pes, control professes 42a 
advice to obtain an upgraded system 44 or addilional services from the pe 
oontro, company 36. me pes, control company 36 will refund to the owner 34 or 
Tu h other person, the cos, of purchasing ,he pes, inspecuon system ia 
Imatively the pes, contro, company 36 may offer a discount on the upgraded 
system 44 or additional services. 
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~« nn «/«tem 1 0 mav be transferred to another person 

other person, may be provided en addniona, dscounl on .he 
upgraded system 44. 

The da«abase 38 is also used for even, recording. Thus, whenever «re earner M. 
T si other person, oontac* pes, con.ro, protests, 42a. de.a„s o, the 
II d r ib d by tn , owner 34, or such Cher person, end the advice grven m 
: Ise ,o fc pro! by - pes, coCrol profession,, 42a .record* « 
database 38. The debase 38 also records responses 41 ,o me penodrc 
reminder 40 acknowledging the, the inspection has been earned out 

Bo,h types o, information are associated against ,he inspect- area 44 and 
* er t, or such other person, designated a, ft. ft. of signer the Pes 
nape , ion system ,0, Aa the impiemeCabon o, such a database 38 wou d be 
Z2* V - Pa- s«d in ,he an, i, will no, be described in more defa-l 


here. 


Th e debase 36 can then be used » track bends in a geographica, area, such as 
] Cn, occurrence o, .ermite infestations, and thereby warn Cher resets C 
L geographica, area ,ha, their homes or premises mey also be ,n,es,ed rrfh 
,0 ZL lilady, tf ,heowner34,o r aucho,herpe ra on,hasre.on ded o e * 
periodic reminder 40 withou, contorting the pes, con.ro, profess ona, 42* and 

h ereby indicate ,ha, inapeCions have been earned out wKhou, «. - » 
i„,es,a ion on sale o, land or premises within me inspection erea 14, me pes, 
^ Ipany 36 may, subied to looa, lagislalion and appropria* — 
26 be in a position to provide a cedfflcate verging the land or premises 1o be free 

erls Mernativeiy, ,he pea. control company 36 may provide a . 

inning when the ays,em was ins,*d and a hicorica, record C each 

inspection and its results. 

, 4 u e ren n skilled in the art that the invention is not 
It should be appreciated by the person skilled in tne an 

30 limited to the above embodiment. In particular. 
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. *. periodic reminder may be b, means of fees*,*, 

SMS message, or vie forme or applefs on a web-* (referred .0 . «. 
Woffle, J as a -web-sife no«ee») or any ofhe, means o, 
communication instead of by e-mail; 

. t „e cap 18 may be made substantially of an opaque meterial with a 
porti „n thereof being made o, a fransparen, materia,, .he piece of wo* 
33 being able to be inspected vie the transparent matenal whhouf need 
to remove cap 1 8; 

. m. means of securing the cap 18 with the cylinder 16 may be by means 
of a threading arrangement or by means of "dose-fir arrangements; 

. «,e means of retaining the piebe of wood 33 in the cyiinde, may be 
attained by other retaining mechanisms such as clips. 

. the piece of wood 33 may be replaced with another food source or pes. 
at.rac.an. for the pes. to which the pes. inspection system 10 is d.rected 
to; and 

. the cylinder 16 may be of variable length. 

. The inspection station 12 need no. be desfcned to aft flush with the 
ground, in such an arrangement, the cap 18 may be opaque, nstead. 
a portion of a side of the cylinder 16 may be transparent to fadHate 
inspect of the food soume or pes. at.rac.ent without need to remove 

' me food source of pest attractant or othenvise interact wrth the 
inspection site. 

„ 8houW be further appreciated by the person skilled in the art .ha. variations and 
Llafions 0, features described above, no, being ahemafives or .u S«e, 
ca „ be combined to torn, ye. firrther embodiments falling wrth.n fine rntended 
scope of the invention. 


